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Jobaim..aAHinBR#. w «-ortlclaX of tho Gestapo In Vlenoa^ rstumed on 
Sovodber 15# 1955 to Atietzda fron the USSR idhero he had been iiaprlaeoed elaee 
X94d» Saaitaer before hie detention by the Sovieta had been eenteneed by an 
Asirtrian eonrt to 'life inprloomBBst for Martina erinea against neediera of the 
Anetrlan Raeistanee wenu^« Aeeordlng to background Infomatlon raeelred Aron 
the Klnlstry of justices 
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Sanltaer was a Gestapo official attached to the Gestapo head- 
quarters in Vienna* He was not the chief of the Gestapo as has been 
prerloasly alleged* Hb was the head of a departaant In the Osstapo 
which bad for its purpose the investigation and apprehension of 
resistance fighters cooperated with intelligence agencies of the 
Allies* especially In the field of radio coofliirlcatlon* The depart- 
Bent of Sanltaer was principally concerned with discovering radio 
sending eats in Austria* which tranoaltted infoxsation to the Allies 
for bcodbing attacks* seising the sets or installations* and operating 
then in the place of the fonoer reelatanee fighters who were coopera- 
ting with the Allies. The receiver of the message was under the 
inpreseion that the message was sent by friendly operators. In the 
course of these activities Sanltzer and his men apprehended approxl- 
BStely 600 people* Of the 6OO people who were apprehended* 25 were 
subject to torture and abuse In the courae of the investigation for 
the purpose of extracting Infonnatlon froa then. However* none of 
the 25 persons kts; pexmanently Injured. Some of the persons arrested 
may have been confined in a concentration camp and subMquently met 
their death* but Sanltser had nothing to do with such activities as 
It was not his function to pass Judgmsnt on the people he arrested 
after he ordered then taken to the concentration ea^ or other place 
of confinement. 
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In June 1945 Sanltser was arrested and confined in Glaaenbach* 
a prisoner of war and 3S prisoner camp under the control of the 
American military authorities near Salsburg. Shortly after the end 
of bostlUtieo he was tried by the Peoples Court in Vienna and 
sentended to life imprisonBent for the abuse of tho 25 persons, lb 
tbs course of the trial mention was made of his order to have "sons 
Rnssian officers” executed at Nsntbausen* 
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Sanitzar ves confined In Glaaenbach firam October 1945 to 
October 19^ uhen ho inaa traneferred to an Austrian prison in 
Zxmer Austria in the Soriot zone. He v&s relsased to Soviet 
offleiais at various tlaeo upon their demand for interrogation* 

The last time he ^s delivered to the Soviet authorities in 19^ 
he did not retuxn. The Soviet Elooient refused to £ive any In* 
fonsation to the Austrian authoritlos as to his vhereabouta. They 
suspected he bad been aent to Russiao In novGri>er 1955 Sanitzer 
was returned to Austria by the USSR after the entry into force of 
the Treaty* He was chained with eepdonage gainst the Soviet 
Uhion after the Soviet authorities ascertained he captured a 
Coona^st radio station In Austria and trananltted false Informa- 
tion to the Soviet receiving station* I!e ias sentenced to 25 
yaars Irsprisonmant in Ruselao 

Rseently an alXecatlon was made by sene fonaer resistance 
fighters that Sanltser ordered 50 American flyers to be taken to 
Ibuthausen for eaescutlon and that the flyers viere subsequently 
eoseuted* The Austrian authorities can find no witnesses or 
other information to substantiate this allsgation* 

Wnistar Kiapfer has explained that he has been under strong 
pressure by former -resistance fighters and alleged resistance 
fighters, especially the Corammists* He has made a cossplete lz»- 
vestigation of the case and could develop no Information of any 
consequence that was not brought out at the trial before the 
Raoplss Court in 1945* 

Whan Sanitzar was returtied last November, like all other returnees from 
the ''JSSR, ha was released and has been at liberty since* Uhile Austrians in 
gemrel have nearly unanimously agreed that it would be inhusane to keep iiEiprlsoned 
fomer prisoners of the Soviets, the case of Sanitasr evoked a considerable stir 
initially and more recently threatened even to becoos a campaign issue* 

The Conuunists have maintained a continuous press and propaganda campaign 
in an effort to make a public issue of the Sonitzer case* However, at the tine 
of Sanitzar *8 return both coalition partieo, as well as the Austrian prsss,- took_ 
a lively Interest in the case which resulted in simultaneous parllaoentazy inUfr^"' 
polations by both the Peoples Party and the Socialists* Hinlster of Justioe 
Kapfer in replying tc the OsVP and SPOe interpolations on December 22, 1955# 
explained that the ministry had decreed a temporary suspension of Sardteer?s 
sentence in view of an appeal for clement which had been made by his wife and 
also on account of the hardships which he bad endured in ever six years of Soviet 
imprisonment* He said that un^r Austrian law a person sentenced to life )oprd3on» 
ment has a right to be considered for parole after serving fifteen years, and it 
has been the practice of the Ministry of Justice in ftAl<n»Tating this period to 
credit convicted persons with double time for tims served in Soviet imprisonmant* 

On this basis Sanitzer would have already served fifteen yeare and would be 
eligible for parole* In addition, had he stayed in Austria it is probable that 
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he uofuld have been included in the Christmas amnesty of 195^o Kanfer further 
etatod that Fresident Koemer has thus far not officially acted on the appeal for 
elezDaney submitted on fanltser^s boiuilf but tl:at t!:ls appeal ttsis bolnc exardned 
and that pending ^ full Investigation of t!;o casO; it wDuld have been %ercdless" 
to Iffiprison Sanitzer Inanedlately after hlo rolsace the Sovletso The rspliea of 
Hlnister Kapfer apparently satisfied everyone except the Cocrainlsta idio have con- 
tinued to use the Sanitser case to point to the venality of Socialist leaderehip 
directly and by Innuendo occusinc both 5ocialist*-apuolnted Itinieter Kapfer and 
Socialist Ihtoidor Minister Hclncr of "protcctlni:" Sanitaero 

The Sanitzer case came Into the Bpotli;:lit a^oin on April 13 ^dion the 
Psoplae Party TOeue Tarea^Zeitunfi ruve prominent coverage to a press conference 
bold by ■’The Austrian Jiaslstance rtovomont'* ( Oesterrelchlache Wlderatand^Tiegttttf: ) » 

A 0r» Battnaim^ actlCf; as spokesman for **The 'ustrlan Deslstance Movmsen^, loveli^ 
a oexdos of violent attacks primarily against the !!inister of «h]8tice (but by 
implication also against the fitnlster of Interior) for **lnhlbltlnr” Sanltasr*s 
arrest on a aeries of additional charges vAiich !iod been brought o<;alnst him by 
persons who had suffored nt his hanris duidri'; the woTo Baumann dai^dod the 
Ijmedlato resignation of Minister of Justice FCapfero A Ministry of Justice 
representative dorded Dr, Dauznann's allegations in the official newspaper Moner 
Zsltung on April 15, since vrf^ich tine ti:e OoV? press has made no further refer«rnoo 
£o the case. 

According to a nroolnent Viunna police official, the Weue TaresJSeltun^ 
article was purely and slmnly an election maneuver by the OeVP wljich ws wilUng 
to supnort any attack by idiat appeared to be a non-Coranunist group on Socialist- 
appointed Ministers Kapfer and f!elri.?r. The Weue Ta/^es^ltung, hovwver, dropped 
the issue hastily after obtaining infonratlon on the Austrian Resistance Movement, 
which reportedly consists of between IS and 2U publicity seekers, laostly Oomniinlste 
or ex-Coannunlst s , fexi of v^om accordln.^ to the Vienna police pla^d any active pert 
whatever In resistance movements. Baumann himself is a fomer Coccajnlat who now 
professes to be a Socialist, 
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